
Juuust A Bit Outside #5 

 

Hello C.P. Softballers. Hope you are all enjoying this weather plagued summer. The 

Midwest seems to have had Florida type weather most of July. If it were too cold, we could 

just keep putting on more and more clothes but too hot and you can only take o) so much 

before it becomes uncomfortable for somebody. Enough weather stu). 

As you probably know, a new ballfield area smoking policy was added near the end of last 

season. It seems to have been well received. In addition, this season will see a no pet 

policy which dovetails in the same areas smoking is ok or not permitted. Service animals, 

on leash, fall under a di)erent category. 

Just a reminder that if you have any questions regarding the new shed project, please feel 

free to email or text or call Spike or me with them. Murex and the City of Bonita Springs 

have much to do with the timeliness of the project. We will not hold back the necessary 

funding for C.P. Softball needs. We should be able to spread building funds over a period 

once we get approval to begin. It seems that approval could take quite a while. 

My good buddy, John Metzger, and I are playing on the same 70 and over softball team this 

summer. Here’s some funky rules to which we had to adjust. 70-foot bases. Senior bats. 

Livelier softballs. At bats start with a 1-0 count. There are two designated hitters that play 

and bat who can’t be walked unless a strike is thrown. The result of a four-pitch walk is an 

automatic trip to second base pushing along any baserunners. Outfield cones at 170 feet. 

You can pinch run 4 times a game. 12 players on the field. 5 outfielders and 5 infielders plus 

pitcher and catcher. Positions can be changed at any time in the field. The pitching screen 

is placed at 14 feet from the rubber and must be pitched over the top…6 feet tall 3 feet 

wide. Batted balls hitting the screen are a strike.  The third base commitment line is 15 feet 

from the auxiliary home plate. There are 2 designated runners. They bat and run. If they 

reach first a pinch runner is inserted for them.  They can’t hit into a double play. They are 

ruled safe at first. Any batted ball that hits the outfield grass is at least a single.  

Soooo….the bottom line is to make playing “old man softball” available to anyone and as 

safely as possible. It’s really mesmerizing to watch old guys run in place in slow motion. If 

you thought C.P. Softball has a lot of rules this would make you crazy.  Guys in this league 

usually stop playing when they see that they can no longer be of help to a team, but no one 

is turned away.  

Finally, football season begins tonight right here in Canton, Ohio. For tonight only I must say 

“Go Lions”.                                                        


