Juuust A Bit Outside #6

Hello again C.P. Softballers and anyone else that finds themselves accidentally reading this
newsletter. I’'m going to open this edition with an update on the behind-the-scenes goings
on this summer regarding our beloved softball league.

Our annual meeting will be held in the Royal Palms on Friday, January 2, 2026, with a Men’s
meeting at 8:00am, something new, followed by the General Meeting at 9:00 and then the
Women’s Meeting to follow. We are working on plans to bring back coffee and donuts or
coffee or donuts or bring your own. I’'ll let you know when | know.

As you may know. Bonita Terra has a new activities director. Jessica Casimir will be taking
over for M.J. If any of you who organize our fundraising activities would need to reserve an
area you can contact her at jessicacasimir21@gmail.com.

We are planning to make upgrades to the sunscreens at the fields and Tikki Hut. If we
replace 5 the cost would be approximately $10,000.00. Mark Nicklas has said that the park
is planning to upgrade this area with aluminum covers somewhat like the Bocci and
Shuffleboard covers. Their plan would cost in the general area of $300,000.00 and might be
done over a two-year period (2027-2028). No more mesh screens to fight with would be a
welcomed addition. Hopefully, we will be involved with the planning of this construction
regarding size, shape and angle of this new covering.

Our treasurer, Evarista Mikell, is doing an outstanding job of handling our funds. Our money
is making money. | want to reiterate that we will always keep our fields as a main priority
and when our field crew/maintenance V.P. has needs or concerns, they will be addressed.

Tom Green was able to order about two seasons worth of softballs just prior to the price
increase. Great job Tom.

I would like to send out a big THANK YOU to Gary Fulton, Spike, Mark Trenkamp, Charlie
Hansen and new guy, Larry Nichol for painting the information board behind the Diamond 1
backstop.

Remember when you decided to play softball in Citrus Park or BT back in the day? Most of
us, well me, didn’t really know what to expect. Watching games for the first time from the
stands was an education. If you didn’t know the 1-11 philosophy, it was confusing. If you
didn’t know the rules, it was confusing. Now that | know those things, it’s confusing. But
understanding the history behind the plan makes this an amazing and unique experience. |
think one of the hardest issues to deal with, for me and maybe some of you, is the area of
diminished skills. | heard that term for the first time was when Bill Belichek used it to
describe Browns quarterback, Bernie Kosar. Cleveland hated him for saying it.
Unfortunately, it’s real. A little slower, a little weaker, eyes a bit off, all the metal and stents
and strangely a little older. Seeing it is one thing, acceptingitis hard. Don’t let the old man
in. I borrowed that last line from Pulfer. | guess I’m just saying enjoy what we have and we’ll
try to make you as comfortable as possible playing this kids game.



